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When I meet Gail etiot on «
sunmy spring day at the Sydney head office of ber
clothing label, Litds Joe, the: former model looks
knock-your-socks-off gorgeous and s droetsed
i that casunl-chio way onby the eownlest moodiels
{and French m‘.ﬂl‘lEﬂ]j can pull off: black knit
dress, flat boots, beach-waves hair and skin that
would make a faclalist weep, Seated next to Gail
Is Jor Colley, the fortysomething businessman
who stole the Now York-bosed British models
heart and convinoed her to moe bo O
The story of how the couple met is
legendary in Sydney social circles: it was New
Years Eve, 1994, and Joe was Mll.lll'l.]% Kinselas,
a popular nightelub on Sydney’s Taylor SaEHn-
EEI-:.!: ChilghEl.lJ-:ﬂ, her friend and fellow
mode] Helena Chrstensen, and Helena’s then
bawdriend, INXS frontman Michael Hutchence,
It was three or bour in the FIEThTg 1T and
Gall walked in with Helena and Michael. 1
just mace sure they were all seated and had
some drinks and that was " recalls Joe. *Six
moniths kater, T went to New York to parsue my
wriling career. One night 1 went to a party at
a photographer's house with Helena and 1 met
ki 5 hat’s when we I'l.=.|'||:r-:ﬂmm'r.‘h'l:]. 1
So was it Joe who pursued Gail? “No, 1 pursued
him,* las rail
"5l ally cracey,” adds Joe.
Gail was beaving for the biannual Milan/
Puris circuit the next day 3o the pair stayed up
until dam chatting, They kept up the conversation
vin |_-||-||;||||,- for teo months betore j'nl* e
to Paris to renew his Austrabian viss. "1 had to go
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to another country to pick up the visa so I chose
Paris,” b suys. 1 stayed there for a few months,
Gl wis in and out of Paris and then we both
came back bo Mew York™

Tha :.-1:-1.1ph- farried in the |||:|.1'|1|1|m1:: in
1987 and settled in New York City, trovelling
regularly to Sydney on vacation.

During that time, “We saw a house
we really liked in Tumaruna so we bought it
thinking we would spend the summers here and
than Eo hack to Mew "l'l:n'l.'..'q.'rpluim: Gail “Then
Wi b*‘ﬁﬂ.ll EEH:'FH:IIII:_E miore Hime heme,”

It was when the eouple opened their first
Little Joe fashion boutique in Worollahra in 2005
that they made the decision to base themselves
in Sydney full-time.

The label, numed becanse “Jo s 4 |:.|,g|f_'rl.1_'-
and Little Joe was a small business,” explaing
Caakl, heg:il'l with just 12 :L_Tpla.n:.r-ingpll'ﬁliljpg
and camisoles and has expanded to include stk
and chiffon dresses and blouses, leather jackets,
fwr and l]llf-!‘FHlii.ll vessts, knitwear and robes. jﬂ-l:
1] rl_':i|:r.|-|.‘|.'.i|.r|-|.= for the business side af I'J'liu|.;'r.,
setting up infristructure and parsuing leases
while Gail focuses on the design.

=1 haw someone who he[p.l me with
production,” she explains. “Bat other than that,
I pretty much da all of the ded.pin.gfnrﬂle i
collections we put out annually”

Inspiration comes from the couple’s globe-
trotting adventures and Cails own wardrobe.
“Little Joe is not super-trendy or fashion-
forward,” she says. “It's more about clothing that
you need and wear overy day. It started out with
juast the: slips that I lked and b other people
wintlel as well — which they Mﬂgﬂd -+
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wave This 1) amed Cinsdy Crrar
“th= cale nd fabrics and girlie

sent her some things
lalhel], bt I've never seen
wans the couple
rmstiomal basi ||.*\.~:J:-'|:|.1|:-.
on kold. “When your’ ing stores within
Australia, vou realise distanor is tough and not
being centred in New York has stopped us from
being a retail business in Americs,” savs Joe,
“But we wouldn't have seven stores in the States
o amid & half years [as in Australia),” cxplains
Cail. “S0 being based here has hindered us in
ame wense but enabled us to leamn the basiness,
We will eventuall y
For m ;
their local expansion pé Joe comcepd
store {8 now open in s Svdney city store;
another shop recently opened st the Marina
Mirage complex on the Gold Coast; and Litte
Joe lingerie is in the works.
Separating |
ber tough, but the it any
other way. “For us | ng becase
it mean + hamg out all day and we often say
it woukl be such a drg o be going off to
separate jobs,
1 met
amd [ was a model and we travelled
the time. IF [ was o a shoot in Mexion he would
ANIENE .a'lm'.:!; il write in the hotel,” SAYS Caill,
“We tmnvelled that way for vears and years so
we e used 10 just being together all the time,”
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BOUQUET, from S50,
fry Perry Mad son Des O,
02 98 BROO
CAMISOLE.
£320, and SHORTS,
$180, bonh by Litzle
Joe, 0 BT (TG

GAIL ELLIOTT’S STYLE FILE
FAOURITE DESTINATION |™ve B iy Meaver Yook my
Wil Qo e amd s The City | B Best, There
B ahwoys somathing Going on ihem, We oo ke
Amagonsedt, a life town in the Hamptons. becowea
Wik god marked thama. And wa inoontly veited ond
lovea Snpalia Pesort on Hamiltar: Bliondg
FAVCIUIRITE FLOWER | e carryth g whita, e Bas
and gordenkos
FVOUIRITE RESTALIRANT Incioching In Maw York,
FRVCAIRITE BOOK We collect phologmohy boocks
GwaEnyTning fnorn Inding Penn o koo Testing and
Som Hasking, We hove mare than 200 books
FAMGILRITE PHOTOMZRAPHER Ining Pann
BEAUTY PRODUCTS YOU LOVE | usa o kot of Lo Mar
ESpaCioly the Doy cream,
FAYQURITE FOOD | love cooking, especkally Mexioon
= food, Joe doesn't cook, 50 b apprecioies
@vanytning | cook. But b doas bring me tea in
Bl evany sngle rmaming
BIGGEST SPLURGE Propady, defrifaly. Wae have o
COouURds of ploces in Maw Youk thot we rant owls wie
N O NOUSEe in 1hé Homptons ond we just bought
i pace in Bondi.
WHO 15 YOUR STYLE ICONT Kabhe Moss makes
evaryfining ook frash and new, Sha's gol o whioks
lot of atfifude and | kve that she neves really does
Inhenderas s0 envety tima she doss sony soamoihing
yioru want to cissact F, Sha's o coclimey girfl and
reily Indnguing.
YLUR MOST TREASURED ITEM? The ing Jos gob
lor cur 10-yecr wasdding onniversary.
WHAT WOULD YOU SPEND YOUR LAST $10 ONT A gloss
ol pimeat moir bo shovo with Joa, M

I

ERPDSITE Gail wears Cambsgle
S0, b5 Jeana, S350, boch by
e Joe, (2 3028 093 Cufife
5100 eact, and Necklace (raen],
S160. bry Kenneth Loy Lane 51

o o, (9328 0o, Necklace,
WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT HERT Sha ' ncreditly potient and 58S by Carolina :-:---- i Lkide

baautiful. Sha's just on unbalewably kind pacson », 0 9358 0750, Joe weass Shirt,
AND WHAT ANMNODYS YUUIT S 15 stubssm g will nd = =l ity T wThes $1M and Jacket, Y- £, bath
[Counfarn Sak "l grew up inLondon - | Son 't Swirme | m ORdy walh
padrmiming oot if they’ re warnm, but | don't B Going undsd ")

1M WHAT WAYS ARE YOU ALIKET Wa howe 0 wing sirmillcr saads of Tasheon in
NSONCE TO: M’ 'wid like 10 g2 BOCh QNG CngEs.

HOW HAVE YOU CHANGED SINCE YOU MET? |"va Dacofma much mona

darnasticoled ond reeoonsible

GAIL ON JOE:

WHAT DO ¥OU LOVE MOST ABOUT HIMT Ha's cpen fo avenytiing and
anything B possible with Joe. He never soys, " You con’t™ and that's
riclly uplitting and gives me a lof of encouragement, | feel 5o prouwd
witan wi o oul fogathe, | iove bedng with him ond ha makes ma foel

JOE ON GAIL:

oy Wancs, 1800 B8 290 Jesad,
SIS by Lee 31 Generad Fanrs

LG ) D)

B0, Mec Comipkete Firalll Colenda, o
edmanidn Berscls Francewco Kegni Ar

___ ard Itaks fonnser USSE2 50 Thames

Hudsanl, at amazon oo

il and Joe on their
wedding day in 1997

reacaly Spaimeic

AMD WHAT ANBIOYS YOUT Ha's shubbomm tod. But | 8o’ B owoes! ing
than 1S mal 50 o

N WHAT WAYS ARE YOU ALIKE? Wea bath love trovaling. Qoo windg,
gract hobals and resiounants. IF woukd Ba Swlul if e couldn't Cong ke
f wa shoyeed in o sarf-head ot oF e Four Seoscns, We Doth
apprecicrhe those nlos ings

HOW HAVE YOU CHANGED SINCE YOU MET? ba's mada ma O nkcer
Sarson, Whan | wos vounged ond jalting alound modeling | used fo
ik | wios o B fabulous with the posh hodets ond devers. | wos a Gt
of g bat but Joe hos colmesd e dow.

The couple’s hizese in the Hamplona
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